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ef ctions 078 that part of Her Majeflies moft Gracious Speech which relates to the Navy. 
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After Obfervator, if you Pleafe 
proceed to your Propofal for 


gry: m. 
M Low’ ving the Price of Coals: it 


Lgghiee 08 only Proficable, but Pleafing and 
ny, Honelt Country-man, 1 am now got.on Sub- 
i. Treating of which, 1 muft of Confequence 
vethe Malice of many Perfons ; but they are fuch 
ly a8 are Enzmies to the Queen, and with for the 
grottion of our Country. But fince Her Maje- 
by Ber Own moft excellent Speech to Both 
aes of Pattiament, has given me a handle to Jay 
jg on for the good of my Native Country, by 
» Biffing of the Almighty, Pi) never part with 
ri) 1 have laid the Aziferies of England open to 
Fmnon View, as they are mioft Nobly and Gene- 
oatly hinted af in that Speech. 
The Paragraph in Her Majeltics Speech relating 
athe Coals, isthe Effcct of Royal Charity and Com- 
pieration OF the Poor, who are alfo the Objects of 
Wational Charity aud Compaffion, and theretore, 
with the greareft Wifdom and Clemency, recom- 
mended from the Throne to the Confideration of 
urliament ; Her Majefty well knowing that the 


Collective Body of the Kingdom, Aflembled in . 


Common Council, are the proper Inffruments to 

Redrefs Grievances of this Nature. 

The Parliaments of England, for thefe Seventeen 
Years laft paft, have made ample Provifion for the 
Neeffary Repairs of the Navy,and for a Competent 
Nonber of Ships of War, with provifion for Ordi- 
‘nmce and Maintenarce of Seamen. Now the 
Patliament making this Provifion in Grofs, the Na- 
‘Wof Englend is fabdivided according to the necef- 
‘ity Proportions of our Naval Strength, for the Pre- 
fervation of onr Channel, Foreign Expeditions, and 
the Securiey of Commerce and Traffick. 

A part of the Publick Funds for the Navy, is ap- 

ated to that part of it as has Refpe& to 
rade and Commerce; and this is again Subdivi- 
ded into particulars, relating to the feveral parts of 
the World, in which our Merchants are particular- 
ly concern’d, and fich a Proportion of the Taxes, 
ought to be apply’d for the Prefervation of every 
of our Trade, according to the Neceflizy of 

‘its Affair. 

Therefore 1 do propofe, That that part of the 
Money, appointed for the Publick Service of the 
Navy, which by Computation may be the Quota for 
the Coal Trade, be Depofited in the Hands of the 


‘Chamberlain of London, to be Expénded by fuch a 


Number of Citizens, 2s the Parliament fhall think 
fit, for the Service of Convoys in the Coal Trades 
and That this part of the Service of the Navy, be 
Wholly under the Management of the Citizens of 
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London. Tixar they find Shipping and Men, and | 


appoint Commanders in this Affair $ That sn Ac- 
count of what Prizes fuch Convoys fhall take from 
the Enemy, be taken by the Perfons in fuch Com- 
Miflion appointed for that purpofe, and That the 
Overplus, if any, be appointed for the Benefit of 
the Orphans of the City of London, 

: I may be thought here to introduce an Innova. 
tions bot whoever is acquainted with Anttent 
Hiftory, very well knows, that ove Forefathers al- 


_ Ways divided the Office of Admiral, and that the 


Citizens of Zondcn wad always a fhare of that Ma- 
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nagement. It feems to me very reafonable, That 

he Citizens of London fhould have the Charge of 
the Colliery, becanfe the Citizens will chen know 
where to make fpeedy Application in Cafe of Grie~ 
vance ; and the Perfons Nominated in fuch a Com- 
miffion being their Fellow Citizens, if they are rot 
oblig’d by Natural Affe@tion to their own Commn- 
nity, they are oblig’d by reafons of Intereft and 
Repotation to take a more effectaal Care of their 
Brethrens Eafe in this Point, than foch as are not 
Freemen of that Cty, and who do not acquire their 
Livelyhoods by Trade and Commerce, but Live 
only on the Publick. 

Aiways provided, That it fhall not he in the 
Power of any ot the Commanders of Her Majefkies 
Ships of War to Imprefs either the Saila:s belong- 
ing to fuch Convoys or Colliers into any other Ser- 
vice on any pretence whatfoever, for unlefs the 
Ssilors are fecured ia their Refpective Services, a 
Propofal of this Nature will be rendred IneffeQual, 

Country.m. Mafter Obfervator, 1 am afraid this 
Propofal of yours wil Interfere with Her Majefties 
Recommendation to Parliament, Relating to the 
Manning the Fleet; for if fuch vaft Numbers of Men 
be appointed for a Particular Service, the Publick 
Service of the Navy feemsto me, to be hereby Em- 
barrais’d, and the Intereft of particular Perfons 
ought always to be Subfervient to that of che Publick, 

Obf. Therefore an Exact Computation of the 
Numbers of our Seamen ought to be laid before Par- 
liament, which, if our Chief Managers of the Navy 
know any thing, they are able at any time to do. 
It is too true, sho’ very ftrange, that we have too 
few Seamen in times of War, and too many in times 
of Peace; by which means our Sailors are fore'd to 
get Employments Abroad, from which Service they 
feldom returns for they are fach a fore of People, 
that can get theit Livingjin any part of the World, 
and area fort of Volunteers that no Nation of the 
World will refufe, how much foever they may be 
undervalued at Home. ae 

Now to proceed fairly in this Difcourfe, we muft 
Enquire into the Reafons of our want of Sailor 
and of the Ways and Means, how to make G 
and Replenifh that Want by an Encreafe of Seamen. 

What | hiated at before, of their going into Fo- 
reign Services, can only be attributed to their want 
of Service, or lil Ufage at Home, fo that the on. 
ly wayto Redrefs this Evil, is to find them Employ- 
ment, and to ufe them well. re 

To fet therefore this Affair in a true Light, let 
us confider the Advantages and Difadvantages of 
aur Sailors in Refpect to Publick Service: Time 
has been when the Publick has been the beft Service 
ia England, and Sailors made Intereft and Friends 
to come into its how it came to be otherwife, is 
worthy of ovr Enquiry; for it muft proceed either 
from Want of Men, or from Corruption in the Difci- 
pline of the Navy. ; ; 

Shoold | tell you that our want of Sailors is oc. 
cafioned by the Corruption of the Difcipline of the 
Navy, fome of the Chief Managers will be angry 
with me, but | thank God | value not the Anger of 
any one il] Man in the Kingdom, let him be never 
fo Great, when what I fay is matter’of Fa@, and a 
Notorious Abufe on my Queen, and my Fellow Spvb- 
jcQs. Tis true, the People Employed in great Pofts 
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themfeives, that they are very Honeft 


Gentlemen ¥ and 1 know no way how Her Majefty 


fhotld be informed to the contrary, if Petitions con-. 


taining, Complaints of Mifmanagements be Referred 
to their own Coffideration, who may Report as 
they pleafe in favour of themfeives, and ‘their Bre- 
thren. I Queftion not buc Her Majefty was fully 
convine’d of the Truth hereof, when in Ber moft 
Excellent and trely Exgli/h Speech She has Graciouily 
pleafed cto refer the Conftdcration of the Navy to 
Her Parliament ; fo that Her Majefty has diicharged 
Her felf in Point of Honour and Cenfctence, as a So- 


eraign, and as a Chriftien, and tf we are Ruined, | 


in Refpect to rhe Navy, "tis our own Fault; for che 
Neceflity of our Affairs, as weil as our Queen, calls 
upon us to be mindful of the Chief part of our 
Strength. 

Lhave Written a Treatife on the Navy which 
will be Publifhed in few Days; but it treating chictf- 
ly of the General Corruption of cur Naval Body, 
I fall {peak now a little more particalarly on that 
Head which Her Majefty has fo Generoufly Recom- 
mended to the Care of our Parliament, viz. That of 
Manning the Fleet, 

“he Sailors of England have been always very 
ready to Enter themfelves in the Poblick Service, 
and “tis only the Hardhhips and ill Ufege of ovr 


Seamen that has occafioned the want of them inthe | 


Royal Navy ;,and [leave the Company to Jadge, 
when 1 have related to them the Satlors Grievances, 


whether their I] Ufage does not feem to be the chiet 


Caufe of their Deferting the Service. 

Good Pay, good Vials, jalt Punifhments and 
Rewards, gre Effential to the Preiervation of Difci- 
pline in the Navy, and by which only we can Keep 
it well Mann’d. : 

Our Reprefentatives may foon knew from the 
Pay-Office, how well our Sailors have been ofed in 
Refpect to Wages: They may examine into the 
Nature of Calls and Recalls, and turning ovec 
from One Ship to another before Payment; nor 
may it be an Unneceflary Enquiry 

i, Of the Numbers of thofe Vermin call’d Ticket- 
Buyers, and how far the Navy, and Pay- Office Clarks 
are concerned with them, and at what Difcount the 
Sailors Tickets have been Bought. I am told at fix, 
eight, and ten Silliags in the Pound. , 

2. The hardfhips put on the Sailors, in refpeet 
to the Pe:fons with whom they have left their 
Powers for Receiving their Money; and how Sat 
lors at a Diftance from the Pay-Table, have had 
their Money Paid them. 

3. When pars of a Ships Crew has been Paid off, 
what bas become of the reft of the Money till the 
time of the Recall, in whofe Hands that Money 
has lain, and how-employ’d during that time. 

_4. What Poundege has been teken at the Pay- 
Office, and what is become of the Poundage for 
Dead Mens Cloaths, Tobacco, O’c. which was ap- 
‘propriated by Vote of Parliament, a few Years fince. 
5. Whether the Tallies not long fince appointed 


Navy Debr, were equally Divided by Proportion 


‘amongtt the Creditors ; and whether they were paid 


in Order according to the Date of the Ticket. 
6. Whetherit b2 not Neceflary to Augments the 


S:ilors Pay, as weli es the Commanders, ficce Sailors 


ate more difficels to be procured chan Officers, 
3. Whether it be not a Neceflary Encouragement 
to the Sailors to Enter themfelves, to bave every 


"Sbip pid off at her coming into Port, or at leaft, 
‘Before they are turned over to other Ships. 

~~ $. To Enqvire into the Numbers cf Seamen 
Prick’d Run, or Queried op the Navy Books,and for | 


| all forrs of Almanacks for the faid Yeetr. 
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' no Fraud herein, bat! wiil Demonftra 
| contrary may happen: Suppoie a Ship now 4: 


| fo good a Difcovery as might be With’d ; for ’tis the 
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what Reafons; how long their Names hig 
ding there, what is become of the Money tes | 
have been paid them, to whet fe..." 
by @hom. => 5 Tne 
9, What Debts in the Navy and Viay, 
been Poftpon’d, the Reafons thereof, an, whe ; 
have been prompt paid, and out of Cop;,, » 
Lafily, And that not the leaft Erquiry 244 
ICD nee 
as | know of, came under the Coifideration © . 
liament, end fone Peoplemay ‘think there « 


© how 


the Buoy of the Nore, receives her Sailing o, 
from the Lord High Admiral with In reine 
Sail directly for Port/mcouth, and-thence to Com 
fome Ships there to the Iflands of Ferfey and 
fey, acd from thence to Sail to Plymouth, 
for Orders ; the faid Ship Sails from the Nore 1 
Downs, and there the. Captain figns a Pilot pin 
Convoying Her Majefties Ship from the x 
to the Downs, thence he Sails «0 Portfmoys) , 
there makes out another Pilot Bill, from theng 
Guernfey, where another is made out as before ( 
thence to Ferfey, where the fame is done, andi 
to Plimouth, and there he makes out the Fifth, 
thefe things have not been done, they may be dp 
and I have heard have been done; and therefore 
ought to make Provifion againft it; as alfo wp 
quire how thefe Bills have been paid, and to why 
Next to Good Pay,we cught to allow our Saily 
Good Proviftons, for we cann’t expe much Serty 
from Men that are half Starv‘d: If they have » 
ther Good Pay, nor good Provifions, they areiy 
worfe Condition than Galley Slaves, who haveo 
if they have not the other, This is indeed aj 
mal Confideration, that our Parliaments fhould alk 
our Sailors Provifions of all Species good in thy 
kind,and fell Allowance,and that yet they fhovdt 
put to fhort Allowance in the Channel in view of thei 
own dear Fruitful Country ; that inftead of Bre; 
made of all Wheat, they fhould be Fed with tha 
made of Beans, Peafe, and other undue Mixtures 
They have been Fed too with Stinking Beef a 
Pork, and that not of due Weight.’ Tis by this meas 
we want Sailors; for few Men will be forward 
enter the Service,when they Know not but they my 
Aofe their Pay by Q’s or R’s, or their Lives by bi 
Provifions; And this very Year,on this Account,ts 
been a contirud Grievance to the Sailors, But this 
Affair will be laid before Parliament in duc time, to 
whofe Confideration and Juftice | leave the Mifetable 
Condition of the Diftrefied Sailors of England. 
However it may be Worth Enquiry, how many 
Sailors we have loft by Sickuefs in Sir Clond/ly 
Shovels Expedition into thofe Parts of the World 
moft Healthy to Seamen. ‘This: Account maj be 
eafily procured by the Superiour Powers, who have 
Authority enough to examine every Perfon onBoatd 
Ship; for perhaps the Ships Books may not make 





Advantage of fome People to make Sailors Eat the 
Queens Provifions fome Months after they are Dead. 
i fhall Speak more of this next time we Meet. 
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